
The Little Rock 9

This year marks the 50th anniversary of a group of teenagers 
that are on my list of young people I most admire.  They are the 
Little Rock 9.  Ever hear of them?  They are a group of 9 
African Americans teenagers who had the courage to 
VOLUNTEER to be the first to integrate an all white school in 
Arkansas as mandated back in 1957.  Knowing what may lie 
ahead and the harassment they may take if they chose to do 
this, they still went ahead anyway.  
     As the students approached the school, they were greeted by 
an ANGRY mob of white people who waited outside the school 
to spit on them, throw things at them and scream all kinds of 
racist names.  



     The city of Little Rock would not call in the national guard 
to protect these students and the local law was sure enough not 
going to lift a finger.  Can you imagine the courage it took to 
walk through this mob day after day and then stick it out until 
graduation?  The class; the dignity by which these students 
handled themselves in this situation was incredible.  
     I have a lot of respect for these young people because they 
are still, even after 50 years, an example of how the strongest 
people in the world are those who sometimes have to stand 
alone.  Anytime you need a little support; a little courage when 
it comes to “standing alone,” read about the Little Rock 9.  You 
couldn’t find a better example of how it’s done.


